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Honorable Makan Delrahim
Assistant Attorney General

US Department of Justice

950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20530-0001

Dear Assistant Attorney General Delrahim,

[ am writing today concerning the proposed termination of the consent decree in United
States v. Association of Casualty and Surety Companies, et al. In August of 2019, the
Department of Justice proposed a review of around 1,300 antitrust judgments enacted without
sunset dates. I have heard directly from concerned constituents who expressed to me that this
particular consent decree helps to maintain fair competition in the automobile repair shop
business by keeping a more competitive environment in an industry where insurance companies
have the ability to unduly influence every aspect of the repair process.

Eliminating this agreement might jeopardize consumer automotive protections by
prompting the price incentive to use the lowest cost replacement parts, regardless of quality. The
absence of this consent decree would create a situation where price fixing for auto repair claims
becomes the unfettered norm. Customers would be deprived a competitive market where both a
fair price and high quality would be the determining factors of their business. Instead the
consumer market would be driven to only those repair shops who cater most closely to the will
of large insurance companies.

I encourage the Department of Justice to review each of the consent decrees that do not
have a sunset and make a just determination on each one. Eliminating this consent decree will
only encourage the anticompetitive behavior that precipitated its enactment in the first place. I
believe the measures allotted by this particular consent decree make its continuation a necessary
decision.

Bill Cassidy,
United States Senator
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